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Authorship/ we have two companion pictures,
between which there seems no essential difference
beyond the sex of the subjects. The one is
of a man, the other of a woman, who have each
of them at some time or other written a single
book, and who find in that book thereafter their
principal pride and topic. This is the one fact
that we are told about them. They are nothing
but two names, garnished with a few meaningless
rags of detail, to which this meaningless fact is
attached.

We have already set a sample of George
Eliot's work side by side with that of Theo-
phrastus ; and the contrast between the two
writers hardly needs to be pointed further.
Every detail that the Greek gives us is peren-
nially typical of some special character ; every
character is typical of some perennial class. We
can do nothing in George Eliot's case but flatly
reverse the criticism. The important difference,
however, between the two writers, is 110 mere
difference in literary skill. It lies far deeper ; it
points to far more important issues ; and the
other is but the outward and accidental sign of
it. It is the difference in their acquaintance
with life 5 in their insight into the practical work-